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About this Unit Outline 

This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the 

unit, Old Testament Foundations.  It attempts to provide a structure for your 

learning, giving details of the topics, and how they will be assessed.  
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Important notice 

1. While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given 

below, it is the personal responsibility of each student to check the current 

ACT  Undergraduate Handbook or Postgraduate Handbook, copies of 

which may be found in the QTC Library within Emmanuel College. 

2. It is important that students plan their semester carefully to ensure that 

reading, work and especially assignments are well-spaced so as to prevent a 

“log-jam” of work at the end of the semester. 

3. It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly 

footnoted and acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the 

section in the current ACT Undergraduate Handbook or Postgraduate 

Handbook, headed “Academic Misconduct”.  Failure to comply with the 

standards required will involve various penalties in accordance with the 

seriousness of the failure as outlined in the current ACT Undergraduate 

Handbook. 

4. The attention of students is also drawn to the section in the current ACT 

Undergraduate Handbook or Postgraduate Handbook headed “Guidelines for 

Essays.” All essays should comply with these standards. 

 

Learning objectives 

 

(a) To give candidates an overall acquaintance with the text of the Old 

Testament, as well as appropriate Ancient Near Eastern background, 

so that they can begin to identify and distinguish the major periods 

in this history. 

(b) To introduce candidates to the historical framework as well as major 

theological themes of the Old Testament, so that they gain a deeper 

understanding of the diversity of problems and issues which are 

shaped by this history, and the manner in which these relate to the 

books in which they are found. 

(c) To enable candidates to engage with the difference books and 

literature of the Old Testament in such a way that they are able to 

interact with, interpret, and apply these principles within the modern 

context of today. 
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Teaching staff  

LECTURER 

Rev Dr Gary Millar 

email gmillar@qtc.edu.au 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any problems or concerns about the course. 

 

 

 

Learning outcomes 
 

(a) To give candidates an overall acquaintance with the text of the Old 
Testament, as well as appropriate Ancient Near Eastern background, so that they 
can begin to identify and distinguish the major periods in this history. 
(b) To introduce candidates to the historical framework as well as major 
theological themes of the Old Testament, so that they gain a deeper 
understanding of the diversity of problems and issues which are shaped by this 
history, and the manner in which these relate to the books in which they are found. 
(c) To enable candidates to engage with the difference books and literature of 
the Old Testament in such a way that they are able to interact with, interpret, and 
apply these principles within the modern context of today. 

 

A. Section A. The Pentateuch/Torah 

1. Genesis 1–11 

2. Genesis 12–50 

3. Exodus 

4. Leviticus/Numbers 

5. Deuteronomy 

 

B. Section B. Historical Books/Former Prophets 

1. Joshua and Judges 

2. 1 and 2 Samuel 

3. 1 and 2 Kings 
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Assessment 

50% 2000 word essay selected from one of the following four essay topics: 

 

 

1. What is the nature and purpose of Genesis 1-11? 

2. Why do the stories of the Patriarchs occupy such prominence in Genesis? 

3. Does the book of Exodus have a coherent message? 

4. What contribution does either (a) Leviticus or (b) Numbers make to the 

theology of the Bible? 

5. Is the book of Deuteronomy the conclusion of the Pentateuch? 

 

 

50% 90 minute exam 

 

Students must answer six from ten short questions and one from three essay 

questions.  The short questions are worth 2/3 of the exam (33% of the unit) and the 

long question is worth 1/3 exam (17% of the unit) 

 

OT501 

 
Assessment 

 

40% 2500 word essay 

Selected from one of the following essay topics: 

 

1. To what extent is it appropriate to treat Genesis as a coherent literary work? 

2. What are the principal contributions of the book of Exodus to the shape of 

Biblical theology? 

3. Is the theology of Leviticus different from the rest of the Pentateuch? 

4. What is the message of Numbers? 

5. Is it possible to speak of the message of the Pentateuch? 

 

60% 2 hour exam 

 

Students must answer three from seven short questions and two from five essay 

questions.  The short questions are worth 1/3 of the exam (20% of the unit) and the 

long question is worth 2/3 of the exam (40% of the unit). 
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Essential References – Text Book 

 

Raymond B. Dillard and Tremper Longman, An Introduction to the Old Testament 2nd Edition 

Nottingham, Eng.: Apollos, 2007 A concise introduction to the critical, literary, and theological issues 

of each book of the Old Testament 

 

Other References 

 

Dale Ralph Davis, The Word became Fresh, Christian Focus, 2006 

William S. LaSor, David A. Hubbard and Frederic W. Bush, Old Testament Survey Eerdmans, 1982 

Iain Provan, V. Philips Long and Tremper Longman, A Biblical History of Israel Westminster John 

Knox, 2003  

Philip E. Satterthwaite & J. Gordon McConville, Exploring the Old Testament: A Guide to the 

Historical Books IVP, 200. 

Gordon Wenham, Exploring the Old Testament: A Guide to the Pentateuch IVP, 2003 

Willem VanGemeren, New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis: Topical 

Dictionary in Volume 4 Zondervan, 1997 [Helpful essays on the theology of specific books] 

Willem VanGemeren, The Progress of Redemption. From Creation to the New Jerusalem Baker, 1988  

James Hamilton III, “Gods Glory in Salvation through Judgement” Crossway, 2010 

T.D. Alexander, B.S. Rosner “New Dictionary of Biblical Theology” IVP,2000 

Pratt, Richard L. He gave us stories: the Bible student's guide to interpreting Old Testament 
narratives. Phillipsburg, N.J.: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1993. 
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ACT Standards  

Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade   Score  GPA 

Fail (F)   0-49%  0 

Pass (P)  50-57% 1 

Pass+(P+)  58-64% 1.5 

Credit (C)  65-74% 2 

Distinction (D ) 75-84% 3 

High Distinction (HD) 85+%  4 

 

Learning outcomes - BTh 

Pass- attempts to engage primary sources 

Evidences a basic understanding of the foundational features of the discipline 

Shows an awareness of relevant scholarly viewpoints 

 

Credit- demonstrates engagement with primary sources 

Has begun to grasp the foundational features of the discipline 

Shows engagement with a range of scholarly viewpoints  

 

Distinction- demonstrates ability in engaging the primary sources 

Evidences a grasp of the foundational features of the discipline 

Shows promise in the task of critically evaluating a range of scholarly viewpoints. 

 

High Distinction- demonstrates a pronounced ability in engaging the primary 

sources 

Evidences a sound grasp of the foundational features of the discipline 

Shows promise in the task of critically evaluating a range of scholarly viewpoints. 
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Learning Outcomes – Mdiv/GradDipDiv 

Foundational MDiv, GradDip (500) Level  

Units at foundational level introduce graduate students to the foundational 

features and principles of a discipline or topic. The critical and evaluative faculties 

of students are developed.  

Pass—The candidate demonstrates an engagement with primary sources, has 

begun to grasp the foundational features of the discipline, and evidences 

engagement with a range of scholarly viewpoints.  

 

Credit—The candidate demonstrates ability in engaging the primary sources, 

evidences a grasp of the foundational features of the discipline, and exhibits 

engagement with a range of scholarly viewpoints.  

 

Distinction—The candidate demonstrates a pronounced ability to engage primary 

sources, exhibits a sound grasp of the foundational features of the discipline, and 

evidences ability in the task of critically evaluating a range of scholarly viewpoints.  

 

High Distinction—The candidate demonstrates a pronounced ability in the 

analysis of primary sources and in the tasks of critically evaluating and assessing 

empathically a range of scholarly points of view.  

 

MDiv Advanced (600) Level  

Building upon both knowledge and skills developed at foundational levels, 

candidates will be expected to analyse texts and ideas and come to independent 

judgements in a select area of study.  
 

Pass—The candidate demonstrates ability in engaging the primary sources, 

evidences a grasp of the foundational features of the discipline, and exhibits 

engagement with a range of scholarly viewpoints.  
 

Credit—The candidate demonstrates a pronounced ability to engage primary 

sources, exhibits a sound grasp of the foundational features of the discipline, and 

evidences ability in the task of critically evaluating a range of scholarly viewpoints.  
 

Distinction—The candidate demonstrates a pronounced ability in the analysis of 

primary sources and in the tasks of critically evaluating and assessing 

empathically a range of scholarly points of view.  

High Distinction—The candidate demonstrates superior ability in the analysis and 

critique of primary sources and ideas in critical dialogue with a wide range of scholarly 

points of view reporting these empathically.   

 


